May 30, 2017
Dear Rising World History AP student,

Welcome to your first Advanced Placement, College Board history class.  This will be a challenging yet rewarding experience for you.   To help prepare for the academic rigor of this course and necessary independent reading of a college level text you need to complete each part of the summer assignment by the first day of school.  All materials can be found at www.mrsmulcahy.weebly.com.
1. Introduction Letter - Set up your turnitin.com account and up load a letter introducing yourself to  teaching associate Mrs. Bostrom who will be with us first semester and myself.  On the website is an example letter from me.  Directions for creating your turnitin.com account are on the back and online.  Turnitin.com will be used to submit and review grading comments on many written assignments.
Secondary Book Analysis - Choose one of the following books that look at world history through a particular lens to read over the summer and write a review.  You are responsible for buying, using the provided pdf (on website) if available, picking one up from the front office, or checking the book out from a library.  

· A History of the World in 6 Glasses by Tom Standage (can be found in pdf online)
· SALT by Mark Karunksy
· Dirt by David Montgomery Diamond (can be found in pdf online) – Required for ESA students
Then answer the following questions in 1-2 pages (singled spaced) with specific examples from the book including quotes and internal citations (page numbers in the book).  Submit the written part of the review to turnitin.com by the first day of class. 
· Questions to use as a guideline for the Book Review

· What is the main thesis of the book? 
· What questions do the authors ask and to what extent do the authors answer these questions? 
· What were you most surprised to learn about? What were you most disappointed to learn about? 
· Describe at least two examples of Triumph and Tragedy found in the book.
· If. you were to have a discussion about this book with a friend, what would you tell them and would you recommend this book to them? 
2. Primary Source Analysis – Review the Neolithic Revolution by reading the key concepts content analysis online and then analyzing sources from the Paleolithic to Neolithic Ages.  Using the background information (AP Worldipedia) and the sources from WHAP period 1 (p.51-59 & p. 92-107) of the Strayer Ways of the World (2nd edition) textbook, answer the key understanding questions (attached with an example) and submit to turnitin.com by the first day of school.  There will be a quiz on the information the first week back from summer break.  It is essential that students read and work with online resources, primary sources, and the textbook to be successful in this advanced placement course.  

*An important note about plagiarism – Plagiarism, the act of taking credit for the academic work of someone else, will not be tolerated in AP World History.  Whenever you are asked to write in this course – whether it be a reflection, graphic organizer, or a full essay – it must be in your own words.  All WAHS policies related to plagiarism will be followed as explained in the student handbook.

Have a wonderful summer and I look forward to working with you next year!  If you have any questions, please email me at emulcahy@k12albemarle.org.  
Sincerely,

Mrs. Mulcahy
Key Understanding Questions(KUQs)  – Period 1 Summer Assignment
The purpose of Key Understanding Questions is to show understanding of reading material through synthesizing content and providing specific supporting examples to answer the question.  Answers are 1-2 paragraphs in length and do not require intro or concluding statements but should just answer the question (ATQ).  Submit to Turnitin.com.  

*Challenge – Incorporate additional evidence from your chosen secondary book to complete the KUQs
EXAMPLE – How did humans evolve over time from the Paleolithic to Neolithic Era?
The history of humans is traced back 5-6 million years ago to the first hominids that were bipedal living in eastern and southern Africa.  Through the research of artifacts by anthropologists and archaeologists, the development of humans follows different stages of hominid brain growth.  From homo habilis using tools (though recently tools have been proven to be used much earlier) to homo erectus controlling fire eventually this path of evolution led to homo sapiens who emerged 250,000 years ago and became the foundation for modern humans.  This era is known as the Paleolithic Age and saw most humans living as nomads following herds for food.  Over time, some humans became pastoral nomads while others decided to settle along water sources and start animal husbandry and agriculture.
Without written record, physical artifacts and human remains offer the only evidence to understand the culture of these early humans.  For examples the statues of Ain Ghazal (p. 33) shows that this civilization in present day Jordan provided enough agricultural stability to produce complicated artistic achievements that may also structures such as Turkey’s Gobekli Tepe, which is consider the world’s oldest temple (p. 26).  These archeological finds show the significant development that humans made from millions of years ago to approximately 8,000 years ago.
Review key concepts 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3 on AP Worldipedia (google or use the link on the class website).  Then use the documents in Strayer on pages 51-58 and pages 92-107 to answer the following key understanding questions.  The Maximum of four pages single spaced need to be submitted to turnitin.com.  DO NOT RETYPE THE QUESTIONS, and all answers need to be in your own words.  Short quotes are acceptable with page citations. 

1. Describe the achievements of man during the Paleolithic Era.  What were the benefits of Paleolithic life over the Neolithic?
2. What do each of these sources (p. 51-58) reveal about the culture (culture just means way of life) of the people who created them?  What is known for certain and what is a speculation?

3. How do these sources illustrate the transition from a Paleolithic gatherng and hunting way of life to a Neolithic or agricultural society?  What are the new achivements of Neolithic man?  Which of these sources seems most useful in understanding human history before writing? Why? How?

*As you read and review the background information (key concept 1.3 on AP Worldipedia) and documents on pages 92-107 take GRAPES notes on Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus River Valley Civilization to be able to then synthesize and answer the KUQs below.  For further instruction see the GRAPES analysis directions that are attached and on the website.  

4. Describe the impact of written record to historians.  What are the types of written records from the early civilizations?  Describe what is revealed about social structures and gender from the records.  What can also be learned about gender from physical artifacts.
5. Choose one of the documents (Epic of Gilgamesh, Hammurabi’s Code, or Book of the Dead) to complete a HAPPY analysis.  Follow the attached guidelines for HAPPY (also on the website), and answer in complete sentences with details from the document.

6. What similarities and differences can you infer from the documents about the early Mesopotamia, Egypt, or the Indus River Valley Civilizations?  THINK GRAPES (see attached) in your analysis, and be specific with supporting evidence. (you may reference chapter 2 if you need addition examples)
Letter of Introduction – WHAP
Please type a letter on your own paper that introduces you to us (Mrs. Mulcahy and Ms. Bostrom). The only requirement is that the letter be at least one full page (single spaced) and include a picture (see my example).  You need to submit a copy of the letter to the website www.turnitin.com.  
Below are some questions that you might consider answering.  These questions are designed to get you thinking about who you are -- they are not meant to limit you in any way.  Please feel free to tell us anything about yourself.  These letters are just for us and will not be shared with the class unless you choose to do so.

· What are three characteristics you think we should know about you?

· What are your interests outside of school?  How do you spend your free time?

· What makes you who you are?  What is unique about you?  What is important about you?
· If you are interested in history, what time periods?  Is there something in particular you want to learn about this year in AP World History?
· What do you like to read?  What did you read last?  Do you write in your free time (notes, journal, diary, stories, poems, etc.)

· What is positive and/or negative about your experiences in school?

· What helps you to learn best?  What do you like to do in class?

· What is going the best in your life right now?  What is the worst?

· What are your biggest fears?  What are your biggest dreams?

· If you could change one thing in the world, your life, and/or this school what would it be?

How to use TurnItIn.com

· Go to www.turnitin.com
· In the box in the top right corner click on new user

· Scroll Down to New Students Start Here and click on Create a user profile

· Under the heading Create New Account click Student

· Fill out the requested information (you will need an email address):


Class ID – 15391668

Password – mulcahy

· Follow the directions for how to upload a document on TurnItIn 

· If you are having trouble please email Mrs. Mulcahy at emulcahy@k12albemarle.org
How to Analyze Societies? - World History Themes defined by GRAPES.

G - Geography - Impact of the Physical Geography of a location that influences a civilizations development and the Demographics that characterize populations

R - Religion - A religious system, which might include god(s), houses of worship, guiding text, and moral beliefs

A - Achievements - A highly developed culture including art, architecture, music, literature, science, and writing

P - Political State Building - A system of government:  controls and regulates members of the society through creation of laws and use of a military

E - Economics - A stable and regular food supply that is not likely to suddenly change and Specialization of labor: members of the society perform different jobs and become specialists

S - Social System - A system of classification that allows some members of the society  higher status based on birth and/or economics
How to analyze sources/documents? – Remember to be HAPPY!

H - Historical Context - When and Where is this source taking place?

A - Audience - Who is the document intended for?

P - Purpose - Why is the author writing this? Goal?

P - Point of View (POV) - Where is the author coming from? What’s his/her background (age, gender, race, religion, etc.)?

Y - Why is this source significant?  How does it relate to the prompt/discussion/time period?
How to approach chronology? – Six Periods of WHAP

"Reading furnishes our minds only with materials of knowledge; it is the thinking which makes what we read ours... "   


- John Locke











