Honors World History II, 2018-2019
Mrs. Mulcahy

Overview

The purpose of this World History, 1500 to the Contemporary Age, class is for students to get an advanced understanding of historic events, people, and concepts from the time period while also improving reading, writing, and presentation skills.  Students will be required to work independently and with other students to apply analytical and research skills to social studies based projects.  This course is at the honors level and students will be challenged with higher level readings, non-multiple choice assessments, and in-depth research.  
Course Outline

I. Triumph and Tragedy in History
II. Early Modern Empires
III. Colonization & Globalization


IV. Modern Political Foundations
V. Age of Revolutions
VI. Industrialization & Imperialism
VII. Age of Anxiety
VIII. Depression & Second World War
IX. Cold War World

X. Contemporary Era


Class Expectations - Let's be honest.  If you thought about it, you could write this list of what we expect.  You recognize proper behavior and improper behavior.  We expect the former.  However, the following list insures that you are aware of the expectations we have for you.

· Be ready for class at the ring of the second bell.  Ready means in your desk and following any verbal or written instructions from us. Please bring conversations to an end quickly and without reminders.

· Be prepared for class by having completed all written assignments and assigned readings.  Homework will be a regular feature of the course.  Our time in class will be dedicated to moving deeper into a variety of topics, and this is only possible if you have completed assigned reading and work.  All students must be prepared to participate in class discussion when called.  It is important that you stay ahead, ask questions, and do not get discouraged. 
· Be respectful of and to class members.  Class members include your peers and teachers.  We believe that a welcoming and supportive environment is crucial for a productive and enjoyable class (and yes, we are hoping that we all enjoy class).  In addition, we will be able to delve into more complex and mature topics of history if we accept the opinions and contributions of all class members.  Remember that respect is shown by what you say and how you say it.

· Be on task at all times. We do not have time for private chatter on the side, waiting for others to get ready for a new activity, or general goofing around.  It is important that we stay focused during our time together.  This is especially important when you are working in groups or moving from one activity to another.

· Be honest in all that you do.  We support the Western Albemarle Honor Code and will hold you to the expectations it contains.  We expect that all work that you turn in will be your own and that all sources used as reference for written assignments will be properly cited be they academic texts or conversations with a knowledgeable family member.  Copying the work of others be it word for word or in substance, is cheating. This includes book or class notes, unless permission has been given due to special circumstances.  If you are unsure if you have properly used and credited a source, we will be glad to work with you before the assignment is due.  In addition, we will expect that all information you share with us will be truthful.  We are here to guide and support you, and can help you in difficult times only if you convey the true nature of your concerns and needs.  Students will be asked to sign the following statement on assignments: On my honor as a student, I have neither given nor received aid on this assignment
Collaboration - World History students will be working with various academic professionals throughout the year including librarians, guest speakers, and technology specialists.  Also, Ms. Lauren Meador, a teaching associate from UVa, will be the lead teacher at times first semester.
Remind - Email or Text Notifications from Mrs. Mulcahy (for both students and parents)
Remind is a free, safe, and simple messaging tool that helps teachers share important updates and reminders with students & parents. Subscribe by text, email or using the Remind app. All personal information is kept private. Teachers will never see your phone number, nor will you see theirs. Visit remind.com to learn more.

To sign up go to the following link or email Mrs. Mulcahy:  https://remind.com/join/mulcahywh2
Online Accounts - Students will use their names and school email addresses to use google aps, turnitin.com, ArcGIS, and possibly Weebly (website creator) during the school year.  Please contact Mrs. Mulcahy if there are any concerns with the use of technology. 
National History Day – Triumph and Tragedy in History - Being a true historian means finding an area of interest and immersing yourself into research and presenting to an authentic setting.  For this reason, students will complete a National History Day project.  They may start their brainstorming and research at any time, but will receive more directed instructions and before winter break.  Students will have the option of participating at the regional competition in March.  For more information go to: www.nhd.org
FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)
Where can I find assignments, schedule, extra credit and study tips?  Your most important resource in this course is the unit guides that can be found in your notebook, posted in the classroom, and on Blackboard.  The unit guides include the schedule, homework, identifications and key understanding questions for review, study tips, and an extra credit opportunity.  All class materials including powerpoints, videos, and assignment guides will also be located on Blackboard for student review.
How will my grades be calculated?  Grades are based on a points system. The following are approximate point values:  Tests – 50-100 points, Projects – 25-100 points, Quizzes – 10-20 points, Class work – 10-20 points, Homework – 10-20 points

· Tests will be given at the end of each unit with 2-3 per nine weeks.  Quizzes will be given approximately every other week.  Quizzes and tests will include a variety of assessments including multiple choice, matching, short answer, IDs, maps, and essays.

· Class work includes group and individual assignments, internet based research and projects, journals, and other assigned work completed during class.
· Classwork may include projects, activities, and essays.  Essays will always be written during class.
· Homework will be on the unit syllabus and due at the beginning of class or by the deadline on TurnItIn.com.  Homework will include reading notes, articles, maps, and projects.
Do I have to take exams?  Every student is required to take a first and second semester exam (there are exam exemption possibilities for second semester if a student earns a 90% and does not have an honor offense, ISS, OSS).  Exams are worth 20% of the semester grade.  The first semester exam will be given in December.
Can I submit late work?  Late work will be accepted during the unit.  If work is late, do not wait until our next class meeting to submit it to us.  Late penalties are assessed by school day, not class meeting.  Work will NOT be accepted after the unit test.  If you speak with a teacher in advance extensions may be granted or a plan for completion will be created.
What should I do if I miss class?  Students are responsible for getting their make-up work from the missing assignments folder in class and talking with a teacher before/after school, during CARE, or TAB if there are questions.  This is not to be done during class.  Make-up work is due the following class period after returning.  If an assessment (i.e. quiz, test, essay) is missed students will be assigned an alternative on the same content/skill material.
When can I use my cell phone? You are allowed by the school to use phones during TAB and lunch.  Phones are NOT allowed to be used or visible in the classroom.  All phones must be put away in book bags unless given permission by a teacher.  If this policy is not followed phones will be collected and given to the front office.
When should I take a restroom break? During TAB and Lunch, but if you must to go during class it needs to be during an independent or group work time.  Please sign out completely on the clipboard by the door.
What should I do if I need help?  If you are having trouble or have questions talk to Mrs. Mulcahy ASAP.  Come to CARE or schedule another time, and/or email at any time.
Contact Information - Office Hours are CARE Wednesday and Thursday.  We are also available before school and during TAB.  If you need to see us at another time please just contact us about making an appointment.  
Phone:  434-823-8700
Email:  emulcahy@k12albemarle.org
Website: BLACKBOARD

History is the witness that testifies to the passing of time; it illuminates reality, vitalizes memory, provides guidance in daily life, and brings us tidings of antiquity.        ~ Cicero

August 22, 2018
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

I want to welcome you and your student to World History II Honors.  We will go beyond the Virginia Standards of Learning for this course to not only help students understand the history of the world from 1500 to the Contemporary Age, but to also improve communication, writing, and analytical thinking skills through a variety of learning environments.  This is an honors level course with high expectations including independent reading, writing, and in-depth research.  Please help your student balance their academic and extracurricular responsibilities by planning ahead and using the unit guides to stay prepared and not get behind.  An overview of the course with suggested study aids is located at www.mrsmulcahy.weebly.com.
Students will use their names and school email addresses to use google aps, turnitin.com, ArcGIS, and possibly Weebly (website creator) during the school year.  Please contact me if there are any concerns with the use of technology.
Please review the class syllabus, and return the bottom of this letter with your student.  Students should keep the class syllabus with them, and this letter is for your reference.  Do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.  I can be reached by phone at W.A.H.S. (434-823-8700) or email (emulcahy@k12albemarle.org).  Also, our Back to School Night is Thursday September 13th at 7:00 p.m.  I hope that you will be able to attend.  

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Mulcahy

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please return this bottom section by Mon. Aug. 27th and keep the top portion for your records.  By signing below you are acknowledging that you have read and understand the World History II syllabus.   Please let me know if there is additional contacts that you would like made if necessary.
_________________________________


______________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature




Parent/Guardian Printed Name
_________________________________


______________________________

Student Signature





Student Printed Name

